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  It was in the year of 1869, light was shed in the minds of a group of believers who felt the need to have a place of worship.  A committee was formed and a location was found.  It was Choccolocco Creek near Knight’s Factory.  The place of worship was named Shady Grove Baptist Church.  

  Under the leadership of Rev. L. S. Terry, Shady Grove found its seat at this location.

   During the past 143 years, Shady Grove has been blessed with fifteen pastors.

Rev. L. S. Terry, D. Savage, M. M. Cammon, J. J. Washington, C. C. Welch, J. Madison, A. D. Simmons, E. Z. Knight, J. H. Radney,  W. Wilson, G. B. Norris, E. L Hawkins all deceased.  B. E. McKinney left to serve as church pastor of Ebenezer Missionary Baptist Church, Talladega, Alabama.  Dr. B. E. McKinney, great jewel that served with a humble spirit throughout the Rushing Springs District departed his walk of life here on this earth.  His home going was gloriously celebrated May 19, 2012.  Emerle Brown is currently serving as pastor of Locust Hill Baptist Church, Midland, Georgia.

   Let us pause to recognize men who served faithfully for many years in the office of deacons.  Deacon (s) Jot Richey, Jerry Jenkins, Tom Pincard, Mark Jemison, Hamp Owens, Lonnie Towns, Tom Anderson, Corenelius Terry, Carson Jenkins, Will Lawson, Dave McCain, Sam Richey, Andy Coleman, Edward Lattiner, Fred Town, F. L. Towns, Wesley Forbes, Jim Anderson, Ben Anderson, Tom Madison, A. W. Wills, Leo Cunningham, John Richey, Willie Jemison, Charlie Glover, Nathan Staples, Fred Carlisle, Ollie Anderson, Risker Ball, Charlie Jemison, W. J. McElderry and Huston Hawkins all deceased.

   Without a doubt, much improvement continued from 1869-2006.  As God continues to provide us with His grace, improvement will continue.  The church has purchased and renovated all that is required at this present time to make Shady Grove a great place to worship freely in the Spirit of God.  

   In June 1989, Rev. Brown returned the keys back to the church and we were without a pastor.  .  On July 23, 1989, Rev. Henderson preached his first sermon.  On October 29, 1989, he was installed as our pastor.  Twenty (20) deacons currently fills the position of a deacon: Deacon (s) Eddie Anderson, Cleveland Thomas, Al Jemison, Ed Hawkins, Charles Forbes, Obie Boswell, Brandon Madison, Calvin Ball, Tommy Russell, Archie Keith, Jerry Cochran, Jeff Curry, Melvin Higgins and Nemiah Smith, Leon Cunningham Walter Cunningham, Larry Cunningham, Larry Foster and Ira McElderry.  

   Many programs have been implemented for the young and old; several Christening services, countless matrimonial services, numerous baptisms services, and scores of counseling sessions.

   On March 24, 2003, a new cornerstone was erected.

   On October 2005, construction begin for a  new place of worship and all that makes Shady Grove remain the same Church—just a new look; while expanding to meet the needs of the people.  

   On July 30, 2006, we held dedication service for our new sanctuary.  Pastor Henderson’s subject was, “A New House—But the Same Foundation.”  His Sub-theme: “New House—Same Rock” Luke 6:46-48.   Since then, the Lord has added many new souls and members.

   On June 28, 2007 a new church sign was positioned out front.

   In the years of 2008-2009, God just kept on blessing the body of Christ.  The church continued to grow spiritually, numerically and financially.

   On April 11, 2010, new corner-stone was place on the new building.  Pastor Henderson reminded us that this ceremony was Very Historic and Very Sacred.  All deacons currently serving at that time were present.  Pastor Henderson thanked God for every one of these men and all that were present for witnessing this great occasion.  Pastor Henderson concluded the service reading 1 Pet. 2:6-10; Eph 2:19-22; Matt. 16:18 and offered prayer by thanking God for this day and the gathering of this cornerstone.  

   The year of 2011 the Lord continued to bless the church.  The church continued to grow.

March 13, 2012, Dea. Nathaniel Ashley from Africa Baptist Church was accepted to serve as a deacon here at Shady Grove.  

We shall continue to be the church moving in the right direction; under the anointing of the Holy Spirit.  We shall remain that “Prayin’ Church a church that has come this far by faith”.  We are a church that’s trusting in God; in that, we shall never thirst as we unlock victory with the Keys of the Kingdom.

This is a condensed version of this Church History.

